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THE WITCHES CAVE

on the old road that leads to the nﬂaﬁ& of.fauf& west of
Zuﬁummurdd we fmd the witches cave.

The so called “Infernuko Erveka” (Hell ’s Stream) has been
erodi//(ﬁ this liméstone range for thousands of ears creating
t/wwé'gmviiyo 120 er:lonﬁmoﬂmmeérswidthtfmt

runs novth to so t.

On top of this bi. +y two more galleries are found orientated,
mt/bf:{mdo?m g fo

In 1935 the eminent basque archaecologist jose Miquel
Barandiaran found in this caves flint knaps fron the

Magdalenian beriod and some pottery rest from a later date.
Buyc%@tmagthu WW@ its name “The
Wit Cave’”

Who were these witches?

The basque word for witch is “sorgin; there ave two schools o

thought about the origin of thisword, “sorgin™ (sortze: to be
borwor created eqin: to do ) ’she who makes EZM/W the midwife.
Others believe t/?& origin zft/w/ word, “sorgin” comes fVom zorte:
luck eqin: to do ﬂrtm&teﬂw or ovacle.

But the overuse of the word, “sorgin” has evased its or{qm&
ng, we have only recelved & witches legend, and ot the

real truth of what raalé/ /mpfmad w Zuﬁa,rmmwrd,v'.
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We need to cast our mind back to mbeﬁmw of the XVIIth
century where life in Zugarvamurdi was tied to the earth,
and, so'were the customs, wisdoms Mthamagiowvr[d, )
%mmwmw and lived’tn. These peo
“sorginak” were the ones who carvied the kno e
oﬁmtw&, plants and wmedicinal herbs. T/@/ also knew a lot

about fertils ), birth and cont. ' § of the time, some
were men but nly, these “sorginak ™, were women.
T/L@/wfedt/wmw:wlocaﬁom rtéér@twmm:wed

ritials or ceremonies, the cave represented for them the
tnnermost part of mother Earth or “Ama Lur’.

The Earth was the bearer ofwt/wloﬂ and, owner oflg‘& n
tk&on_'qzhaééeﬁeﬁo these pedsasits who éxﬁoﬁn/z arvamiundi,
t/wy were ver o[o;a@ rooted, to lg‘a s Wol&: aid, to earth,
however the lord and owner oft/wla//w{/wm Fray Leon de
Aranibar, abbot of the nearby Monastery of Urdax, and these
peasants were alio tenants and lease /wéé&m oft/u): same land,
that t/wy believed was theirs.

The Catholic Church forceaé them to fo;:qet about their pagan
ée[é.%. The abbot revealed to the Inguisition that therve were
witthes in Zugarramurds, the toly Office s response wasn 't
lonﬁ to come b}/ t/p@/ sent Valle Alvarado from Logrofio.
This local society) fornied, by dﬁﬁrmt customs, Wwafz ofs,
md/kﬁwwledﬁa wasn 't Wed/for what was to come,
Inquisition dias opposed, in essence to all their pagan beliefs.
Incomprehension, and the will to dominate c/mnﬁed/ rites
and festivals into Sabbaths, chanting to sorcery and pagan
éeﬁ% to black magic.

Power created fear; fear created, suspiciousness, suspicions created
stlence and silencé increased t/wpower oftha eawg/ powerﬁté
Inqbw'sitéom



These “sorginak”™ were branded and in times of epidemic,
er or‘Z{rouﬁht this scary xtmosplw& t/ug/ &Cﬂd w

worsened b oY FUIMOUNS.

Anyone could be accused of witchevaft locals spied on thedr
M%kéowy mbetmyed/tféwout ofafcﬁé/ W

The Inquisition arvested 300 people young, old, women and
wmen. Forty of these arvested weve trinsferved to be J ed in
the Process o %afw i 1610.All these peo% were Mcmwed/ of:
w, of participating in sexual orgies of ador
dﬂﬂté as Mw@ potions and ‘:Zfomé at fZZ
Eleven were co to burn it the stake but o G%them/
survived the horrible prison conditions to die oy ve.
E'gkteen/ q‘tha& accuses ZZ%M C/M/j&( and, were pardoned
aid the rést met thelr convict, mmwardeagedafter éa’zfg
dispossessed of their properties.

Al over Europe witcheraft hunti opaqated to establish

tke;ufmmg/ﬁjfw Z{ZZ;M/; mw%fzﬁdgm The word,

“sorgin” hasn t vi all its ng, above the offict

History and, waé/f’ the fé/m;g bm%m books,” tt also

vefers to the cruel pemzcutiomthmf suffeved Zuywmmwdééw
XVIIth century.

The witches who met in this mm;tdéé&/wawt?‘/vow
listen WM ..
In 2007 ¢ the witches Musewm where ou/cmﬁndmom

rmation about the /u'/:tor)/ of these wv)z;c/w:, m/ytﬁoloy 1
traditions and ba,fth rituals.
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